Sermon Discussion Questions — April 14, 2024
“Groaning and Glory” | Romans 8:17-28

Starter Question: What is something you are tired about in this world? Something that causes
you to groan?

1. The Groaning and Glory of Creation (Romans 8:19-22)

What is one way you’ve seen or heard about creation “groaning” in the last week?
How do you reconcile the fact that God has subjected creation to futility with (a) the
responsibility we still have to care for creation; and (b) your response to various
ecological initiatives?

What place does the hope of God liberating and transforming creation so that it is
suffused with the glory of God have in your life?

2. The Groaning and Glory of God’s Children (Romans 8: 16-18, 23-24)

A primary assertion in this point is that God takes suffering, and uses it in our lives as a
key aspect of our discipleship and growth in Christ. Bob quotes John Stott, who said,
“The essence of discipleship is union with Christ, and this means identification with
Christ in both his sufferings and his glory” (see v. 17). How do you respond to this idea of
suffering playing a role in our discipleship?
We are called to live in the “here, but not yet” world of two kingdoms — the kingdom of
this world and the kingdom of Christ. We have the down payment of the Spirit as our
firstfruit. But we still groan because our salvation is not complete. So, we are called to
live faithfully with a “patient longing” for the redemption of our bodies.

What are pressures you face that disrupt this patient longing?

How can we encourage one another to faithful patient longing in this in-between

time?
Sharing in the sufferings of Christ can involve (a) outward affliction from others; or (b)
physical infirmities and/or emotional/psychological suffering due to our provisional,
“half-saved” condition in these mortal bodies. How does God use these modes of
suffering to grow us as disciples?

3. The Support of the Spirit (Romans 8:26-28)

Verse 26 says we don’t know how to pray as we ought. How often do you feel this way?
How do you respond when you do feel this way?
The Spirit takes our “hardly understanding anything” prayers and intercedes before the
Father with his own groans. The Father knows the Spirit intercedes according to God’s
will and responds, causing all things to work together for good for the children of God.
How does this encourage or challenge you to more faithful prayer?
Because we often don’t immediately see how all things work together for good,
how does this kind of praying create groaning or hope in you?



